
The Ouse Washes Landscape Partnership (OWLP) scheme is a Heritage Lottery Fund     
grant-aided scheme (2014-2017) to connect people with their landscape and heritage. 

Ouse Washes Landscape 
Partnership 

The OWLP scheme focuses on the 

heart of the Cambridgeshire and 

Norfolk Fens including the Ouse 

Washes, Fen Drayton Lakes  and 

Ouse Fen wetland reserves, of  par-

ticular importance to wildfowl.  

The OWLP consists of 27 partner organisations, spanning the public, 

private, voluntary and community sectors, covering a 

range of land use interests. The OWLP scheme works to 

provide opportunities for people to engage with and  

experience the Ouse Washes area. Through improved 

access, information sources and community engage-

ment it aims to encourage people to visit, appreciate 

and learn about the landscape and its unique biodiver-

sity and heritage, whilst promoting the area as a visitor destination. 

“The Fens as a landscape is the product of its   
people just as the people themselves are shaped 

by land” 

Graham Swift 

The open rural landscape and 

straight lines generate a feeling 

of remoteness  and tranquillity. 

The OWLP area has a distinct 

character and sense of place with 

its unique  and nationally signifi-

cant drainage engineering his-

tory, wetland habitat network  

and rich archaeology and social 

history. 

The Ouse Washes Landscape 

What we do 

The OWLP’s Nine Landscape Character Areas  



www.ousewashes.org.uk 
Twitter: @ousewasheslp 

Why the OWLP scheme is needed 

A general lack of awareness of what the area offers and the   

issues it faces is a particular challenge which the OWLP scheme 

aims to address through community engagement and by making 

links between organisations and community groups.  

Other challenges for the OWLP area include the lack of a formal landscape designation which has 
meant the area has so far not benefitted from partnership structures and strategic investment.  
 
There are significant Competing land use interests including agriculture, conservation and water 
management; the OWLP scheme will open debates between organisations and individuals with 
different land use interests. 
 
Threat to biodiversity and valuable habitats is constant with increasingly late spring floods        
impacting wading bird breeding grounds and their numbers. The scheme will also explore the im-
plications of climate change and bring these to people’s attention 
 
Public access presents its own challenge in safeguarding sensitive sites whilst giving communities 
the opportunity to learn, understand and enjoy the countryside. 
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Through a partnership approach the scheme delivers 25 projects which focus on arts,       
conservation, history, heritage, access, learning, community engagement and skills 
training. These include, for instance, community archaeological digs, outdoor mural 
creation and educational workshops, for you to get involved with.  
 
In late July 2015 and 2016 all partners within the partnership will be participating in the 
Festival Fortnight. Events will occur throughout the whole area encouraging locals and 
visitors to engage with the landscape and its unique heritage. Do come along. 

How can you be involved? 

Find out more 

The ‘Community Heritage Fund’ is offering small grants to local community groups to 
carry out their own community projects to help people look after, learn about and     
celebrate the Ouse Washes.  Have you got an idea for a project? Please talk to us. 


