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09 June 2014 - For immediate release 

 

Grants available for community projects 

 

Have you got an idea for a small community heritage project in your local area?  Grants of between 

£500 and £2,000 are now available to help people look after, learn about, extend the understanding 

of and to celebrate the unique landscape and hidden heritage of the Ouse Washes Landscape 

Partnership (OWLP) area. Projects should have clear public benefits, support the OWLP scheme’s 

objectives, and provide input into the partnership’s main events, the Ouse Washes Festival 

Fortnights planned for July 2015 & 2016. 

 

The Ouse Washes Landscape Partnership team will be visiting four pubs spanning the area to discuss 

your project ideas; please come and see us and enjoy a complimentary snack or two! 

 

Lamb & Flag, Welney - Monday 30th June 5.30 – 7. 30 pm 

 

Jenyns Arms, Denver Sluice - Tuesday 1st July 7 – 9 pm 

 

Three Pickerels, Mepal - Wed 2nd July 5.30 – 7.30 pm 

 

Old Ferryboat Inn, Holywell - Thursday 3rd July 5.30 – 7.30 pm  

 

 



   
 

Anyone living inside or outside the Ouse Washes Landscape Partnership area 

(http://ousewasheslps.wordpress.com/the-landscape-partnership-area/) is eligible to apply, 

whether coming from organisations, groups in the voluntary and community sectors or individuals 

and local companies, with all projects needing to demonstrate clear public benefit. 

 

Project ideas could, for instance, include the creation of a new circular walk/ village information 

panel, bringing an area’s heritage to life via an oral history project or walks-and-talks, heritage skills 

training or passing on land-based management skills to others, or perhaps a one-day community 

event focusing on the culture or natural heritage of your local area. Many other activities could 

qualify for a grant, contact Mark Nokkert (Ouse Washes LP Project Manager) on 01353 865030 or 

mark.nokkert@cambsacre.org.uk  for advice on your project and the application process or come 

and meet us at our pub info sessions. 

 

 

The first two application rounds have deadlines of 20 August & 30 November 2014. Application 

forms and grant guidance can be found on 

http://ousewasheslps.wordpress.com/2014/06/09/grants-available-for-community-projects-

applications-now-open/ 

 

-Ends-  

 

 

Notes to Editors 

 

The Ouse Washes Landscape Partnership scheme (OWLP)1 2 3, which was recently awarded a major 

grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF)4 through its Landscape Partnership (LP) programme5, is 

now launching its small grants project, the ‘Community Heritage Fund’. 

 

Over the next three years, we have a total of £29,000 to give away to community groups in and 

around the Ouse Washes LP area – between Downham Market in Norfolk and St. Ives in 

Cambridgeshire -. This fund is intended to support community groups, organisations or individuals 

seeking financial assistance to deliver projects in their local communities. 
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 1 The Ouse Washes Landscape Partnership area covers no less than five Districts and 29 

Parishes, stretching for nearly 50 km from Downham Market in Norfolk to St. Ives in 

Cambridgeshire. The partnership consists of 26 key organisations with a particularly strong 

emphasis on local community representation amongst the many local, regional and national 

organisations. The OWLP partnership aims to improve community interaction and 

participation to maintain and safeguard the OWLP area’s inherent landscape beauty, its 

wetland habitats of international importance and its hidden archaeological and historical 

‘gems’. The OWLP scheme will be used as a vehicle through which this overlooked yet highly 

distinctive landscape will be promoted as a tourist destination, full of significant cultural 

heritage and local traditions, rare and protected biodiversity and unique drainage 

engineering assets. By encouraging community engagement and providing lots of 

opportunities for learning and gaining access to the local, hidden heritage ‘gems’ the OWLP 

partnership aims to provide long-term social, economic and environmental benefits for the 

rural communities in the area and help lay the foundations for a positive legacy for this 

unique landscape. 

 2 The Ouse Washes Landscape Partnership consists of 26 key organisations. These are: Arts 

Development in East Cambridgeshire (ADeC); Bill Blake Heritage Documentation; Borough 

Council of King’s Lynn and West Norfolk; Cambridge Archaeological Unit; Cambridgeshire 

ACRE; Cambridgeshire Association for Local History; Cambridgeshire County Council; Diocese 

of Ely; Ely Museum; Environment Agency; Fen Skating Association; Fens Museum 

Partnership; Green Light Trust; Manea Parish Council; Manea & Welney District Drainage 

Commissioners; Mepal Parish Council; Mike Petty; Natural England; Prickwillow Engine 

Trust; Rosmini Centre; Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB); Sutton Parish 

Council; Welney Parish Council; Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust (WWT); Wildlife Conservation 

Partnership (WCP); Workers’ Educational Association (WEA). 

 3 Cambridgeshire ACRE (Action with Communities in Rural England) is the lead partner within 

the Ouse Washes Landscape Partnership scheme. Cambridgeshire ACRE is a rural 

development charity that works throughout the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough area 

enabling people to take positive action to enhance their rural communities. Website: 

www.cambsacre.org.uk 

 4 The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) sustains and transforms a wide range of heritage through 

innovative investment in projects with a lasting impact on people and places. As the largest 

dedicated funder of the UK’s heritage, with around £375million a year to invest in new 

http://www.cambsacre.org.uk/


   
 

projects and a considerable body of knowledge, the HLF is also a leading advocate for the 

value of heritage to modern life. From museums, parks and historic places to archaeology, 

natural environment and cultural traditions, HLF invests in every part of our heritage. Since 

1994, HLF has supported over 36,000 projects allocating more than £5.9billion across the 

UK. Website: www.hlf.org.uk 

 5 HLF’s Landscape Partnerships (LP) programme is the most significant grant scheme 

available for landscape-scale projects. LP schemes are led by partnerships of local, regional 

and national interests which aim to conserve areas of distinctive landscape character 

throughout the UK and which provide long-term social, economic and environmental benefits 

for rural communities. Grants range from £100,000 up to £3m. Website: 

http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/LandscapePartnerships.aspx#.UxXi

ULfiuUk 

 

 

Further information  

1. Images are available on request.  

 

2. We can offer the press information that is appropriate and appealing to local newspapers; 

we can also put the press in touch with representatives of the partner organisations involved 

in the delivery of the OWLP scheme. 

 

3. For further information, images and interviews, please contact: 

 Mark Nokkert, Ouse Washes: The Heart of the Fens Landscape Partnership programme 

Manager 

 Direct Line: 01353 865030; Mobile 07864531867; Main Switchboard: 01353 860850 

 mark.nokkert@cambsacre.org.uk 

 Cambridgeshire ACRE; 32 Main Street; Littleport, Ely; Cambridgeshire CB6 1PJ 

 

4. More information about the Ouse Washes Landscape Partnership scheme can be found at: 

 The OWLP Blog: http://ousewasheslps.wordpress.com/ 

 OWLP Twitter page: https://twitter.com/ousewasheslp 

 OWLP page on CACRE website: http://www.cambsacre.org.uk/ouse-washes-landscape-

partnership.php 
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