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Conservation, Farming, Flooding: Our Natural Landscape? 
Ouse Washes Landscape Partnership Annual Conference – Wednesday 19 November 2014 

 

The Ouse Washes landscape area has a multitude of different uses. It has an important role in flood risk 

prevention; it is made up of high quality agricultural land; and its internationally-renowned nature reserves 

provide a vital home for wildlife. This conference will look at whether these competing uses can be 

reconciled and balanced whilst making the area a great place to live and work. Anyone interested in the 

Ouse Washes area is invited to attend the first-ever Ouse Washes Landscape Partnership Conference which 

is taking place on Wednesday 19 November from 9am – 2pm at The Corn Exchange in St Ives, 

Cambridgeshire.   

 

This conference - the first in a series of three, taking place annually - will explore the natural landscape of 

the Ouse Washes Landscape Partnership area. The conference aims to provide attendees with an overview 

of future management challenges including issues around landscape-scale conservation, biodiversity value, 

agricultural importance and flood relief. A background to wetland creation schemes in the area will be 

given through presentations with discussion facilitated in small groups regarding the future importance of 

the natural landscape. 

 

The Partnership aims to increase awareness of the significant natural heritage of the area.  Bringing 

together local people and partner organisations with a range of land-use interests will promote a wider 

appreciation and understanding of the challenges of living and working in this ever-changing landscape.  

 

Time has been allowed for opinions to be aired, giving all attendees a chance to contribute to the wider 

debate about the future of the Ouse Washes landscape. Change will continue to be a feature of this rapidly 

evolving landscape and the views and ideas generated by attendees will feed into the OWLP legacy 

planning work, with clear recommendations and actions coming from this conference. 

To book a place, please visit: www.ousewashesconference2014.eventbrite.co.uk 

- Ends 

http://www.ousewashesconference2014.eventbrite.co.uk/


                                   

 

 

 

Notes to Editors 

 

 The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) awarded a major grant to the Ouse Washes Landscape Partnership: Heart of 

the Fens scheme in March 2014.  This OWLP scheme is funded till March 2017. 

 

 The Ouse Washes Landscape Partnership (OWLP) area covers two Counties, five Districts and 29 Parishes, 

and stretches for nearly 50 km from Downham Market in Norfolk to St. Ives in Cambridgeshire. 

 

 The partnership aims to improve community interaction and participation to maintain and safeguard the 

OWLP area’s inherent landscape beauty, its wetland habitats of international importance and its hidden 

archaeological and historical ‘gems’.  

 

 The 27 key partners are: Arts Development in East Cambridgeshire (ADeC); Bill Blake Heritage 

Documentation; Borough Council of King’s Lynn and West Norfolk; Cambridge Archaeological Unit; 

Cambridgeshire ACRE; Cambridgeshire Association for Local History; Cambridgeshire County Council; Diocese 

of Ely; Ely Museum; Environment Agency; Fen Skating Association; Fens Museum Partnership; Green Light 

Trust; Manea Parish Council; Manea & Welney District Drainage Commissioners; Mepal Parish Council; Mike 

Petty; Natural England; Prickwillow Engine Trust; Rosmini Centre; Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

(RSPB); Sutton Parish Council; Welney Parish Council; Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust (WWT); Wildlife 

Conservation Partnership (WCP); Workers’ Educational Association (WEA); Fenland District Council. 

 

 The Partnership is led and facilitated by Cambridgeshire ACRE  (www.cambsacre.org.uk) 

Funder: The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) - www.hlf.org.uk  

 

Further information  

Images are available on request.  

For further information, images and interviews contact: 

Mark Nokkert, Ouse Washes LP Programme Manager: 01353 865030; Mobile 07864531867;  

mark.nokkert@cambsacre.org.uk  32 Main Street; Littleport, Ely; Cambridgeshire CB6 1PJ 

Ouse Washes Landscape Partnership scheme information: www.ousewashes.org.uk    The OWLP Blog: 

http://ousewasheslps.wordpress.com/ OWLP Twitter page: https://twitter.com/ousewasheslp 
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